
Issue #012

Please lend me 
your red color pen. . . . 

I was at the vegetable market one day and I was 
looking for some garlic. I couldn’t find any. I tried 
asking the shopkeepers, but they did not know the 
word “garlic.” Then, I saw a basket of shallots, which 
are commonly used in sambar here. I picked one up 
and showed  it to the shopkeepers and said, “Like this, 
but small and white.” Again, they look at me totally 
confused. Then I remembered, “Oh, I’m in India.”

“Small in size. White in color,” I tried again. 

“Oh! Yes, of course,” they said and quickly found me a 
big basket of garlic.

In speaking, we often find such redundancy, but 
in writing, one should carefully avoid such phrases. 
An extension of this is the use of phrases such as 
“the reason is because...”, “we were completely 
surrounded...”, “it was an unexpected surprise...”, “unless 
and until...”, and “enjoy Mr Grumpy’s free gift!”

. . . sew eye can correct this paper.
Such mistakes can be removed from your writing during 
a careful editing session. But, it seems like people are 
getting lazier every day.

Take, for example, spelling. The following is something 
that, unfortunately, I have become accustomed to 
seeing in my students’ assignments:

We must mansion that the ultimate massage for 
the forming community is that they must fallow 
these techniques.

Your word processor doesn’t know the difference 
between “mention” and “mansion”; “farming” and 
“forming”; or “follow” and “fallow”; but I hope that 
you do!

The biggest problem comes when you find that you 
are making these mistakes chronically. However, being 
observant of your own writing can easily change 
this from being a big problem to being one of your 
smallest problems. You can add it to your personal 
writing stylesheets (see Grump #004) to help yourself 
remember to include it as part of your editing process.
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Spellcheck

I was a student once, so I know the 
temptation to wait until the last 
minute to work on an assignment. But, 
I always remembered the importance 
of a good editing session, and I always 
allocated time in my procrastination 
routine for at least one good editing 
session. 

Of course, there are many different 
types of editing. Some editing is 
structural and messy and involves taking 
major parts of your document and 
changing it substantially. Other editing 
is easier-or at least it should be-and 
it usually involves looking for spelling 
mistakes, making sure your verb tenses 
are correct, or fixing misplaced commas.

Computers pretend to be your editing 
assistants, but their intelligence and 
support is a little “artificial,” especially 
since many people don’t really pay 
attention to the suggestions offered 
by the spell checker (or worse, the 
grammar checker) and just accept the 
first suggestion offered. 

But computers 
aren’t quite 
that smart yet.


